
I would like to support the retired priests of the Diocese of Cheyenne with a gift to the St. Joseph’s Society!

Please accept my gift of:

 $1,000   $500   $100   $50   $25  

 Other $ ����������  

Donor information is on the other side.

ONLINE: www.sjs-wy.org CHECK: Make check payable to St. Joseph’s Society

Please charge my gift to my credit/debit card:

 VISA   MasterCard   Discover   Amex

Card# �����������������������������������������������

Exp. Date ����� /�������       CVV#���������

Signature ��������������������������������������������
By signing, I authorize the St. Joseph’s Society to charge my account as listed above.

Bishop Hubert Newell 

established St. Joseph’s 

Society Fund in 1961 

to provide financial 

assistance to the senior 

priests of the Diocese 

of Cheyenne who were 

retired, disabled, or in 

poor health.

Today, the Society Fund 

continues to provide 

an important means of 

financial support for our 

senior priests who have 

served our Diocese for 

decades. Many of these 

priest are still in active 

ministry even in their 

retired years.
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The priesthood is the love of the heart of Jesus Christ.
 —St. John Marie Vianney

SocietySt. Joseph’s

For over 50 years, St. Joseph’s Society has provided much-
needed financial support to retired and infirmed clergy 
in the Diocese of Cheyenne. Most practicing Catholics, 
especially those raised in the Church, have formed 
special bonds with at least one priest, if not many, in their 
lifetime. Our priests are not only highly educated and 
knowledgeable spiritual mentors who instruct our reading 
of the Word of God and our application of Jesus’ message 
to our daily lives – they serve as the worldly conduits 
to God’s Kingdom as they bless the flesh and blood of 
Jesus every Mass and invite us to witness the miraculous 
sacrament of the Eucharist. But even outside of the Church 
walls, priests shape our secular lives with sage advice and 
emotional support. For many, parish priests become like 
a cherished family member with whom they can celebrate 
life’s joys and commiserate its woes.

Our Diocesan priests are perhaps the most crucial human 
resource in our holy effort to grow and maintain the health 
of a robust Catholic community that is alive with the love 
of God. Parish priests do not take a vow of poverty, but 
their vocation does not lead them to the same financial 
opportunities that we have as the lay population. When 
priests become eligible for retirement at the age of 70, 
they often have medical and financial needs that cannot 
be easily met with savings or Diocesan pensions. This 
situation is becoming even more significant as our clergy 
population grows steadily older in America. When a 

priest becomes eligible for retirement at the age of 70, his 
expenses are more than doubled. He becomes responsible 
for his housing and meals, which previously were provided 
by the parish.  To meet these and other living expenses, a 
priest of our Diocese relies on the retirement benefit he 
receives from the St. Joseph’s Society, Social Security, and 
personal savings.  The St. Joseph’s Society is the principal 
means to assist our priests in their retirement.

Our beloved priests do not disappear into obscurity 
upon retirement–on the contrary, they continue to play a 
crucial role in their spiritual communities, maintaining 
and further developing their bonds with the laity and 
providing counsel and spiritual service to all they 
encounter. Financial independence in retirement is the 
most important factor that allows our retired priests to 
continue their vocation without impediment, to strengthen 
our Catholic community, and to live out their retirement 
with dignity and grace. 

Margaret Slawin
Executive Director 
Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foundation  
on behalf of St. Joseph’s Society

Please visit the new St. Joseph’s Society website at www.sjs-wy.org
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REVEREND PETE JOHNSON 

“31 years of ministry to the Diocese of Cheyenne”
Fr. Pete was ordained on August 22, 1991. For over 31 years 
he has served as Associate Pastor at St. Mary’s Cathedral 
and St. Laurence O’Toole, and as Pastor at Sacred Heart, 
St. Barbara, St. Joseph, and St. John the Baptist. He fondly 
remembers and cherishes the parishioners he has served 
across the state in this time.

A highlight of Fr. Pete’s ministry has been the 
contemplation of the Holy Mysteries. Additionally, he 
has richly enjoyed preaching and teaching, engaging with 
parishioners and walking alongside them in a shared 
journey of spiritual enrichment and understanding. 

Upon retirement, he anticipates joining a new worship 
community and offering his services as required by his 
neighbors. Retirement does not mean the end of a priest’s 
journey, merely the opportunity to develop new types 
of relationships and ways to serve his fellow followers of 
Christ.

As he looks forward 
to retired life, Fr. 
Pete is interested in 
remaining financially 
independent, a goal 
that the St. Joseph’s 
Society will play a large 
role in fulfilling. In 
order to freely pursue 
their retirement goals, 
priests must adjust 
their living style to 
appropriately align 
with their financial 
resources. The support 
of the St. Joseph’s 
Society into retirement allows priests autonomy and 
independence in the next chapter of their vocation.

VERY REVEREND GARY RUZICKA

“A well-beloved pastor looks to continue his service”
Fr. Gary was ordained 
on June 1, 1976, by 
Bishop Hubert Newell 
in Sheridan, Wyoming. 
46 years of service 
to the Diocese have 
gone by more quickly 
than he anticipated. 

“The Lord has blessed 
my ministry to the 
people of Wyoming. I 
have enjoyed walking 
with parishioners 
through the various 
stages of their lives. 
Administering the 

Sacraments has always given me energy. Additionally, I 
have enjoyed teaching and preaching.”

One highlight of his ministry was the construction 
of the new St. Mary’s Grade School and renovation 
of the Cathedral in Cheyenne. With the help of many 
parishioners the goal was not only to update the cathedral, 
but to bring back some of its original artwork. “It was a 

challenging project and I am grateful for the assistance of 
so many people.”

Upon retirement, Fr. Gary hopes that people will remember 
him as a good pastor and caring priest. “I’m not sure what 
retirement will look like. However, I know I will begin a 
different chapter of my vocation as a priest. Hopefully, I 
will be able to assist in various parishes across Wyoming.” 
Fr. Ray Rodriguez has graciously invited Fr. Gary to live 
at St. Anthony’s rectory in Casper. Additionally, he and 
Fr. Vern Clark purchased a modular home located in Big 
Horn, Wyoming. Weather permitting, they hope to enjoy 

“country living” there in the summer months.

“St. Joseph’s Society will help me to meet the additional 
expenses I will incur in retirement. When priests retire, life 
changes. They become responsible for many expenses that 
were formerly covered by their parishes. It is comforting 
for me to know that after all of these years of service to 
the Church, I can rely on St. Joseph’s Society to assist me. 
I have supported the Society over the years and hope that 
many others will also consider a gift — it is a beautiful way 
to show your appreciation for your priests’ presence and 
ministry to the Church of Wyoming.”
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Donor Information: YES! I want to support St. Joseph’s Society. 

Name:  �������������������������������������������������������������������

Mailing Address:  ����������������������������������������������������������

City: �������������������������������� State: ������� Zip:  ���������������  

Phone:  �������������������������������������������������������������������  

Email Address:  ������������������������������������������������������������

Parish Name:  �������������������������������������������������������������

 I commit to pray for our priests and for an increase in vocations in the 
Diocese of Cheyenne.

Please cut out  
and mail to: 
St. Joseph’s Society 
PO Box 1468 
Cheyenne, WY

JOE AND RETA KUBLER

St. Patrick’s, Wheatland
When Joe and Reta Kubler relocated to Wyoming, they 
prayed about how to support the church in their new home. 
They felt inspired to help the priests and religious who have 
faithfully served the state of Wyoming throughout their 
professional and vocational lives. They feel a great debt of 
gratitude to those who have guided and supported their 
spiritual communities – “Our priests and other religious 
have said yes to God’s call; their ‘yes’ has a great impact on 
all our lives. They give so much for us.” Diocesan priests lift 
us into God’s grace in the most important parts of our lives 
in their service as ministers of God’s word, administering 
sacraments, celebrating the sacrifice of the Mass and acting 
as spiritual leaders. 

The Kubler’s have answered God’s call to lift up the lives 
and financial well being of priests as they navigate their 
transition into retirement. Many may not know that St. 

Joseph’s Society is the primary retirement source for our 
priests in Wyoming. “SJS is really part of God’s providence 
for the future of our priests. Those who have done so much 
for us should not be forgotten.” Joe and Reta are moved 
by the unique impact that every parish priest has on the 
laity, providing insight into how to grow one’s faith, or offer 
perspective and wisdom that we may not have heard or 
considered that causes those who are struggling to rethink 
an issue. 

The encouragement and enlightenment that priests 
provide calls us to become better Catholics and servants of 
Christ. Their service is of incalculable value and deserves 
reciprocation through our support through contributing 
to St. Joseph’s Society. The Kubler’s “encourage others to 
prayerfully consider what God may be asking them to do to 
support our retired priests.”

A generous donor is matching 
DOLLAR-FOR-DOLLAR all 
donations up to $20,000.

DOUBLE 

YOUR GIFT 

THIS YEAR! 
St. Joseph’s Society is grateful for the partnership with 
Wyoming Catholic Ministries Foundation and their 
help with our appeal. 100% of donations go to support 
St. Joseph’s Society and the retired priests of the 
Diocese of Cheyenne.
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